
 
 

UN-GGIM: EUROPE  

Liaison Report to UN-GGIM: Asia Pacific 

October 2014 

Executive Summary 

The European Region of the United Nations Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information 

Management (UN-GGIM: Europe) was formally established on 1st October 2014 at a meeting in Chisinau 

Moldova. 

An Executive Committee of eleven persons was formed and a work plan adopted. 

Establishing UN-GGIM: Europe 

The process to establish UN-GGIM-Europe has been structured into three phases: 

1. Inaugural phase starting in November 2012. The goal of this phase has been to take stock of the 

European situation in geospatial information management, to identify priority areas of work during the 

preparatory phase and within the framework provided by the UN-GGIM inventory of issues, and to plan the 

process leading to the formal establishment of UN-GGIM-Europe. 

2. Transitional phase from the 3rd session of the Committee of Experts on GGIM (UN-GGIM3) in 2013 until 

its 4th session (UN-GGIM4) in 2014. This phase was characterised by the increasing and active involvement 

of European UN Member States and focussed on creating a governance structure for UN-GGIM-Europe and 

producing a draft work plan.  

A report (commencing at page 18) and presentation was provided to UN-GGIM4.   

The Report on the fourth session on page 11 notes that delegates ‘Congratulated the group of European 

countries for their extensive work to define modalities of cooperation and formulate a common work 

programme, endorsed the establishment of UN-GGIM: Europe, welcomed the announcement to hold the first 

plenary meeting in Moldova in October 2014, and invited UN-GGIM: Europe to report regularly to the 

Committee of Experts.  

3. Operational phase at which time the European UN Member States assumed the full operational 

responsibility for UN-GGIM-Europe commenced on 1st October when 110 delegates, including representatives 

from 6 National Statistical Institutes and 43 NMCAs met for the first time in Chisinau Moldova. 

The meeting was from the start chaired by Dr. Vanessa Lawrence CB, Co-Chair of the Committee of Experts 

and Co-Chair of the Preparatory Committee. The other Co-Chair Walter Radermacher, Director General of 

Eurostat and Chief Statistician of the European Union delivered an opening speech by video. 

Mr. Victor Bodiu, Secretary General of the Government of Moldova welcomed delegates to Chisinau and The 

UN-GGIM Secretariat was represented by Stefan Schweinfest and the UN Economic Commission for Europe 

was represented by Mr Steven Vale. Nine people representing observer organisations also attended. 

During the meeting European UN Member States’ representatives adopted the Articles and Rules of 

Procedure and accepted the proposals for an Executive Committee comprising eleven people including a 

Chair and two Vice Chairs, thereby formally established UN-GGIM Europe. 

At this point in the proceedings Dr Lawrence, congratulated members and handed over to the Chair of the 

Executive Committee for UN-GGIM: Europe Mr. Bengt Kjellson (Sweden) 

 

http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/GGIM4/E-C20-2014-14%20Report%20of%20Regional%20Entities.pdf
http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/GGIM4/Item%2014%20-%20Europe.pdf
http://un-ggim-europe.org/sites/default/files/UN-GGIM-Europe%20Articles%20and%20Rules%20v1.pdf
http://un-ggim-europe.org/sites/default/files/UN-GGIM-Europe%20Articles%20and%20Rules%20v1.pdf


 
 

The Executive Committee 

Chair Bengt Kjellson Sweden 

Vice Chairs Dorine Burmanje Netherlands 

Antonio Arozarena Spain 

Members Kristian Møller  Denmark 

Pascal Berteaud  France 

Hansjoerg Kutterer  Germany 

Ezio Bussoletti  Italy 

Jacek Jarząbek  Poland 

Tomaz Petek  Slovenia 

Peter ter Haar UK 

Andrei Tarnopolskiy  Ukraine 

 

The Work Plan for UN-GGIM: Europe 

The work plan, which was adopted on 1st October, is based upon reports written during the preparatory 

phase. European UN Member States, the European Environment Agency and both Eurostat and the Spatial 

Data Infrastructures Unit, Joint Research Centre of the European Commission contributed extensively to its 

preparation. 

Initially two working groups have been established:  

− Work Group A, Core Data: Increasing data interoperability and harmonisation by proposing core 

geospatial data which meets essential user needs. Chaired by France 

− Work Group B, Data Integration: Enabling integration of core geospatial data with statistical and other 

data in order to foster further usage. Chaired by Germany 

More details of both are available in the presentation made by Pascal Berteaud, France 

Working Arrangements 

The Netherlands has been granted responsibility for providing an effective secretariat to UN-GGIM: Europe. 

EuroGeographics will carry out the work for them under a service level agreement. The website http://un-

ggim-europe.org/ has already been established and will provide the main channel for communication. 

Conclusions 

UN-GGIM: Europe was successfully established on 1st October 2014. A programme of work has commenced 

under the guidance of an Executive Committee and the leadership of France and Germany. The Chair and 

Executive Committee acknowledge the significant contribution from many of the European UN Member State 

NMCAs, NSIs, the European Institutions and other Regional bodies, to this important milestone. In particular 

it thanks the Asia Pacific Region for their encouragement, guidance and support over an extended period. 

 

 

http://un-ggim-europe.org/sites/default/files/Presentation%20UN-GGIM%20Europe%20Work%20Plan%20-%20Item%2015%20-%20P.%20Berteaud.pdf
http://un-ggim-europe.org/
http://un-ggim-europe.org/

